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How did the colonists of Jamestown and Maryland live and die? Forensic anthropology provides an

incredible array of answers. Scientists can look into a grave and determine the skeleton's gender,

age at time of death, nationality, and sometimes even economic standing within minutes. Laboratory

studies can provide cause of death information. Once these details are known, some skeletons can

even be matched with a name via the historical record. Sibert-winning author Sally M. Walker

worked side by side with archaeologists and forensic anthropologists in her research for this

uniquely appealing book.
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Have you ever watched an archaeology dig on the Discovery Channel and thought that it would be

something you just might be interested in as a career? If so, you will be fascinated by this book.

When we think of archaeology, we mostly tend to think of places like Egypt, but the archaeological

digs in this book were conducted right here in the United States. The author, Sally Walker, was

fortunate enough to be able to gaze down into the graves of Colonial Americans as they were

unearthed. She was standing by the side of Dr. Douglas Owsley, who could often determine the



cause of death just by taking a close look at the bones!Many times when going into the past

"archaeologists try to fill in the gaps in the historical record." Owsley, a "leading forensic

anthropologist," was an essential member of the Jamestown Rediscovery and other similar projects.

In this marvelous book we follow him in his quest to discover our American heritage through bones.

He would examine the skeletons "in situ" (in place) before removing them from their graves. In this

book we rediscover important men and women like Sir Lionel Copley, the "first royal governor of

Maryland," and his wife Anne who were buried in extremely rare lead coffins. On the opposite end of

the spectrum, we find a young teen who was buried in a trash pit underneath William Neale's house.

Now his bones told the tale of a life of hard labor and from the look of things he may have been

murdered. Hmmmm, where's Owsley?I was utterly entranced by this book. There are numerous

"unsolved" mysteries in this book, until Douglas Owsley takes a look that is. The writing is excellent.

The book is peppered with photographs, sidebars and diagrams that grace almost every page.
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